hormone production. Particular attention is given to the role of ovarian hormones in the hypothalamopituitary-ovary feedback system and to experimental studies of agents which block ovulation. Other sections deal with fertilization, cleavage, blastocyst development and implantation. A separate chapter is concerned with free ovum development. The clinical section covers fertility control in men, the detection, stimulation and inhibition of ovulation in women, an important chapter on the effects, on various systems, and the safety of currently-used ovulation inhibitors, and finally, a summing-up of some consequences of the application of fertility control. This is a timely and authoritative contribution of great value to an exceedingly important subject. In this small book one of the originators of treatment with oxygen under pressure describes the clinical features of gas gangrene, the early history of attempts to treat the infection by local oxygenation, the hyperbaric chamber used in Amsterdam and the method of its use, and finally his results. Tabular particulars of 40 cases of gas gangrene are given, with only 8 deaths, most of which were not due to the clostridial infection itself. Clinical histories are given of 19 of these patients.
The causative organism was identified in every case, 34 being infected with Cl. welchii, 5 with Cl. fallax and 1 with Cl. tertium. Some patients had positive blood cultures as well as extensive local lesions. The results are most impressive, but they leave the reader in some doubt about allocation of the credit for recovery between oxygen and antibiotics. The author claims that 9 patients were treated 'without antibiotics'. The histories of only 5 of these are given, and 4 of them in fact did receive antibiotics, although apparently unsuccessfully and before oxygen was started. Almost all the other patients whose histories are given received a course of penicillin as well as oxygen. In the single patient to whom no antibiotics were given this was said to be 'due to a misunder-standing'. This leaves the author's attitude to this aspect of treatment in doubt. However beneficial oxygen therapy may be, it is surely advisable also to give the patients the undoubted benefit obtainable from penicillin, preferably in more generous doses than most of these patients received. Psychiatrists, on the other hand, would be more interested in the author's views on the psychopathology and classification of depressions. These are worth-while reading for the fresh air they bring, though I am sure Dr Pollitt would not expect all psychiatrists to agree with him; in particular I baulked at the suggestion that a mild form of 'S-type' depression was a neurosis, a more severe form a psychosis. c M B PARE The Treatment of Cancer with special reference to radiotherapy and chemotherapy edited by J S Mitchell CBE FRS pp xiv+315 illustrated £5 London: Cambridge University Press 1965 This book contains the lectures given at one of the courses organized by the School of Clinical Research and Postgraduate Medical Teaching at the University of Cambridge. The aim of the courses is to consider recent developments in each field ofmedicine covered, with particular reference to their scientific basis. The contents of the book do not, therefore, cover the routine disciplines of treatment, and a reader not actively engaged in the day-to-day management of malignant disease would be unlikely togainmuchinsight into current standard methods of treatment. Butthereis a great deal of interest here for those who have made the treatment of malignant disease their specialty, and also for research workers hoping to find clinical applications for basic techniques and methods. The lectures range over a wide field. F Bergel reviews newer developments in chemotherapy, A L Walpole writes on the pharmacology of alkylating agents: at the other extreme H R Youngman discusses the application of nerve blocking with phenol for treatment of intractable
